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Good News  

  

  

New Worship Service Vision  
By Pastor David Langewisch  
 

Who should worship at the 9:15 am service that will be starting up September 9?  Not everyone.  That may 

seem like a strange thing to say, but we are being very intentional about our worship schedule and the styles of 
worship we offer.  The music in the new 9:15 am service will be led by a live contemporary worship team.  If 

you only like using the new hymnal, this service will be a frustration for you.  For you we have wonderful 

ñtraditionalò worship at 8:00 am and 10:30 am.   
 

Let me also describe another demographic we are not tar-

geting with this service ï families with children in our Sun-
day morning childrenôs ministry ï DiscipleShip.  Lisa 

Thaete, our Director of Ministry to Children and Their 
Families, is working very hard to build a strong childrenôs 

ministry on Sunday morning, and we do not want this new 

worship service in any way to interfere with that.  This 
also means we are not targeting people in Bible study at 

9:15 am.   
 

So whoôs left?  Some people will move from 8:00 am to 

9:15 am.  Some people will move from 10:30 am to 9:15 
am.  But none of these are our ultimate target.  I believe 

people who are not experiencing the fullness of life in Je-

sus will begin worshiping with us because of this new wor-
ship service.  And any time you get people to receive 

Godôs gifts in worship and give them the opportunity to 
respond, thatôs a win.  Thatôs a step toward the big ñwinò of experiencing the fullness of life in Jesus. 

 

So is this new service for you?  Picture being met by contemporary music pre-
paring your heart for worship.  After a brief welcome, the live worship team 

leads the opening songs.  A prayer leads into some readings from Godôs Word.  
Each reading is connected to daily life or the things going on in the world.  An-

other song and then youôre spending time in silent prayer as you anticipate how 

God will speak to you in the message that day.  After the message, another 
prayer seeks application of the message in your life.  The offering is taken to 

give you the opportunity to respond to Godôs goodness.  Prayers are spoken, 
focusing on many issues and needs (however, not the typical prayers of the 

other services).  The communion schedule will follow the other main sanctuary 

services.   A time of confession will lead into communion.  During communion, 
Scripture and meditative thoughts will be projected on the screens.  When 

there isnôt communion, the time of confession will still be there with some addi-
tional focused prayer, time to consider your action plan for the week, and in-

struction/review in core elements of our faith.  After the blessing and a few an-
nouncements, you find yourself walking out refreshed, having taken one more 

step toward the fullness of life in Jesus.    
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Work Begins on Parking Expansion   
By Pastor David Langewisch  

  

Church leader, Lyle Schaller, was asked once, ñWhat is the difference between a congregation that has 

1,200 people in worship on a weekend and a congregation that has 1,700 people in worship?ò  His an-
swer?  Parking.   

 

It is hard to believe that something so ñnon-theologicalò as parking would be a key factor in the growth of 
a congregation, but the point is well -taken.  Bethlehem is a congregation that averages over 1,200 in 

worship.  We have been at this point for several years.  What Lyle Schaller seems to be saying to us is, if 

we could address our parking issues, we already have the other systems in place to grow. 

 

For years we have talked about our park-

ing woes.  This summer we are taking a 

big step to address them.  On June 13 
the tree removal truck pulled up with its 

wood chipper to make room for the two -
way drive that will connect our main lot 

and the east lot of the medical center we 

own.  While it is always sad to seed ma-
ture trees come down, we must keep in 

mind why we are doing this.  At Bethle-
hem we want as many people as possible 

to experience the fullness of life in Jesus.  
Because we are committed to this, we 

have dedicated ourselves to removing 

whatever barriers we can that stand be-
tween people and that life in Jesusé

including parking barriers.   
 

By the end of this summer, approximately 40 additional parking spaces will be added at the east end of 

our main parking lot.  The two -way drive will provide access to another large lot of available spaces on 
the east side of the medical center, also giving access to 20th Avenue for better flow of traffic.   

 

When we combine better parking with the new playground/field project and the additional 9:15 am wor-
ship service starting September 9, we will begin to see the fruit of a ministry that is keeping the main 

thing the main thing ï helping people experience the fullness of life in Jesus.   
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