
Worship Opportunities Expand   
By Pastor David Langewisch  

  

There are some at Bethlehem who can remember when the time came to build the first chapel on 22 nd and 
Wadsworth.  Then came the addition to the original chapel.  In the late 1960ôs the worship needs of Bethle-

hem yielded the current ñmain sanctuary.ò  Two 
services every Sundayé then three servicesé 

then four.  In 2001 the chapel was dedicated.  

Two years later a Saturday service was added to 
make five services on a weekend.  And now, in 

2007, it is time for the worship opportunities to 
expand once again.  Starting September 2007 a 

9:15 am service will be added in the main sanc-

tuary.  There will be six worship services every 
weekend. 

  

What on earth are we thinking?  Are we crazy?  
Weôll need more ushers, elders, Altar Guild mem-

bers, nursery workers, greeters, acolytes, musi-

cians, video projection people, visitor center 
workers, etc.  Weôll have to plan better, work 

harder, think more carefully, structure ourselves 
more efficiently.   

 

Hereôs what we are thinking.  The main thing we do at Bethlehem is connect 

people to Jesus.  We want people to experience the fullness of life Jesus came 
to give.  Unfortunately, there have been some barriers to our effectiveness in 

doing this.  What do you do when two of your Sunday morning services are so 

full, visitors perceive ñthereôs no room for me?ò  And this is if they get past the 
barrier of the limited parking.  Let me tell you what you do.  You do what the 

Apostle Paul did and ñby all means win some.ò  This is why we are addressing 
our parking issue this summer.  This is also why we are adding a 9:15 am ser-

vice. 

 

Building on our ministry pillar of ñRemarkable Worship,ò plans are underway to 
make this service a slightly different worship option than currently available.  

The music will be contemporary, led by a small ensemble of musicians.  Most 
Sundays, I will lead the worship while the other pastoral staff are still leading 

Bible classes.  We are evaluating how we will offer adult education and chil-

drenôs ministry on Sunday morning so that families can worship together and 
still be discipled intentionally through our Sunday School (DiscipleShip), adult 

classes, small groups, etc. 

Our 75th Anniversary choir was an example of Remarkable Worship.  It is this pillar of 
ministry that is driving the decision to add an additional Sunday service. 
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