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By Vicar Ben Hoyer

What a great experience!

From April 11 through April 18 nine members of Bethlehem spent a week at Camp Biloxi, Mississippi. We
helped three families in their struggle to restore normalcy in the seemingly indelible wake of Hurricane Katrina.
The projects were not difficult (though with volunteers anything can become an adventure!), but the payoff

was great. For eighteen months these families have be
in the hallway unable to put their homes back together on their own. In each case we got them one step

closer.

James, in his |etter to the people of God, reminds us
themselves (1:27). He asks us, ASuppose a brother or
says to him, 06Go, I wish you well: keep warm and well

good i s -16).The snfalkgrolibthat traveled to Biloxi learned together the value of putting faith in ac-
tion as we wrestled with the questions of motivation and the worthiness of recipients. In the end we decided it
was simple: Christ himself encourages us to serve (Matt. 25:34-40). In Biloxi, people want help, and we were
happy we could lend a hand.

Our faith was stretched through this experience as we served and as we reflected together on life with Christ.
Sitting around a campfire the team got to know and respect one another. The forming and deepening of rela-
tionships was a welcomed but unexpected blessing. Camp Biloxi truly was a great experience.
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