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Good News  

  

  

òRemarkably Uplifting!  
Dazzles the eye, touches 
the heart, and stirs the 

soul.ó 

The great gospel hymn "Amazing 

Grace" was written by John Newton, a 
British slave trader in repentance for 

his sins.  The film of the same name 
touches on that story and how it in-

tersects with the career of William 
Wilberforce, a well-adjusted, coura-

geous, passionate British crusader 

whose efforts led to the abolition of 
the slave trade in the 19th cen-

tury.   It's a detailed, affecting biogra-
phy of one of the great souls who 

moved humanity forward.  

The movie opens on Wilberforce after 

he's already been unsuccessfully 

struggling for 15 years to introduce a 
bill prohibiting the slave trade, and 

has ruined his health in the bargain.  

At this low point, he meets his wife -to

-be and the movie flashes back to 
trace the story of how, as a young member of Parliament, he was chosen by 

Prime Minister William Pitt to take on the slave interests -- and became ob-
sessed by the calling. 

With Wilberforce re-energized by this supportive woman, the rest of the 
movie chronicles the final years of the excruciating cat -and-mouse parliamen-

tary battle he and others waged against the seemingly invincible economic 

interests dependent on the slave trade -- and finally won.  

As it plays, the movie establishes the horror of slavery, but it doesn't keep 

rubbing our faces in it. It's more interested in the process by which a deeply 
entrenched evil can be defeated by passion and dedication. It's a political 

movie and a celebration of perseverance. 

Friday, February 22 and Saturday, February 23  

7:00 pm in the PAC  

Free! 

Bring your friends and family!  Parental  discretion is advised for children.  We 
will provide complimentary popcorn.   Candy and refreshments, such as soda 

and water, can be purchased for a nominal price.     
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Lenten Journey through Mark  
Join the entire congregation in a Lenten journey through Mark.  You will have many opportunities to read, 
study and reflect on this gospel during the Lenten season.  Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, February 6, and 

thatôs when we will begin our reading together.  To assist and support your reading, a commentary is avail-
able for a $10 donation.  Pick one up in the entry to the church or chapel.  Along with the daily reading, you 

will receive an e-mail devotion on the same portion of Scripture.  A final component of your Lenten journey is 

Wednesday evening worship services at 7:00 pm.  These 45 minute worship services are for the entire family 
with a childrenôs message, video depiction of the final days of Jesusô life, and great music!  Consider having 

dinner here every Wednesday evening too at 5:45 pm in the cafeteria.  

Bethlehemõs Congregation Wide Reading and Daily Devotion Plan 
       READING   STARTING PAGE 

DATE      IN MARK   IN COMMENTARY 
Wednesday, February 06, 2008   Introduction     1 

Thursday, February 07, 2008    1:1-8     9 

Friday, February 08, 2008    1:9-13     15 

Saturday, February 09, 2008    1:14-20     20 

Sunday, February 10, 2008    1:21-34     24 

Monday, February 11, 2008    1:35-45     28 

Tuesday, February 12, 2008    2:1-12     33 

Wednesday, February 13, 2008   2:13-22     37 

Thursday, February 14, 2008    2:23-3:6     43 

Friday, February 15, 2008    3:7-19     47 

Saturday, February 16, 2008    3:20-35     55 

Sunday, February 17, 2008    4:1-25     60 

Monday, February 18, 2008    4:26-41     65 

Tuesday, February 19, 2008    5:1-20     72 

Wednesday, February 20, 2008   5:21-43     75 

Thursday, February 21, 2008    6:1-13     81 

Friday, February 22, 2008    6:14-29     89 

Saturday, February 23, 2008    6:30-44     93 

Sunday, February 24, 2008    6:45-56     96 

Monday, February 25, 2008    7:1-23     99 

Tuesday, February 26, 2008    7:24-37     104 

Wednesday, February 27, 2008   8:1-21     108 

Thursday, February 28, 2008    8:22-30     114 

Friday, February 29, 2008    8:31-9:1     119 

Saturday, March 01, 2008    9:2-32     132 

Sunday, March 02, 2008    9:33-50     133 

Monday, March 03, 2008    10:1-31     138 

Tuesday, March 04, 2008    10:32-52     145 

Wednesday, March 05, 2008    11:1-11     151 

Thursday, March 06, 2008    11:12-26     155 

Friday, March 07, 2008    11:27-12:12    161 

Saturday, March 08, 2008    12:13-27     166 

Sunday, March 09, 2008    12:28-40     172 

Monday, March 10, 2008    12:41-13:2    177 

Tuesday, March 11, 2008    13:3-13     181 

Wednesday, March 12, 2008    13:14-31     185 

Thursday, March 13, 2008    13:32-14:11    185 

Friday, March 14, 2008    14:12-26     196 

Saturday, March 15, 2008    14:27-42     203 

Sunday, March 16, 2008    14:43-52     207 

Monday, March 17, 2008    14:53-72     209 

Tuesday, March 18, 2008    15:1-20     216 

Wednesday, March 19, 2008    15:21-32     221 

Thursday, March 20, 2008    15:33-47     225 

Friday, March 21, 2008    16:1-8     230 

Saturday, March 22, 2008    The Closing Words    235 

Easter Sunday!    
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Mission for BLS students:   

  Christ Academy, Kenya  

Six Degrees of Separation says that within six steps we 
end up knowing almost anyone in the world.  These steps 

of separation are a reality for the students of Bethlehem.  
Former student, Jessie Hock, went to the mission field in 

Kenya.  She found many children who touched her heart 

while she was there.  Jessie shared these children with her mother, Mrs. Kris Hock, 
one of our fourth grade teachers.  Mrs. Hock shared these children and some of their stories with the staff and 

students at the beginning of this school year.  The students of Bethlehem have adopted these children and 
pray for them on a regular basis.  We learned that the grandparents of some students were going to Africa on 

a mission trip.  We gathered teacher school supplies, soccer balls, and other items to fill a suitcase to the 50 

lb. limit to send to Christ Academy ï and it arrived!  

Bethlehem Halls Meet Mean Street (Ministries)  

The sixth grade students of Bethlehem made sandwiches one afternoon.  The 
children and families of Bethlehem made a few extra (homemade) Christmas 

cookies.  God used our food, time, and energy to bless the ministry of James 
and Renee Fry, parents of Bethlehem students, Lizzie and Izzie. 

Mean Street deploys 40 to 50 volunteers to give out around 600 meals, 
sandwiches/burritos, various other items, and encouragement.  Mean Street 

also passes out hundreds of copies of a comprehensive, up-to-date resource 
guide containing contact information for numerous agencies and ministries 

that help with the many different needs of the homeless and poor.  

Of the Christmas goodies that were donated we heard:  ñThe supply of baked goods is heart warming. There 
are over a hundred plates, pans, and containers of goodies. We will be able to supply Mean Streetôs mobile 
party on the 17th as well!  Thank you for your help and support!ñ 

Early Childhood Expansion -Fully Alive!  

The Parish Planning Council approved plans to expand the preschool and kin-
dergarten programs beginning in the 2008 -09 school year.  This is an exciting 
time for Bethlehem and the families that are finding fullness of life in Christ 
through participation in our school.   

Bethlehem will continue to offer a two -morning-a-week program of preschool 
for three-year-olds and a three-morning-a-week program for four -year-olds.  
The afternoon four -year-old program will be expanded from 4 days a week to 
5 days a week.  

Beginning in August 2008, Bethlehem Lutheran School will also offer childcare 
for young children ages 3 and 4. Children enrolled in preschool will be able to 
stay on site at Bethlehem for childcare for the times they are not in a preschool class.  This childcare offering will match 
the current hours of care offered by Childwatch for school -aged children.  The new optional Lunch Bunch program will al-
low children in either morning or afternoon preschool to come and enjoy lunch at school.   

Kindergarten will also undergo a change in looks.  Beginning this fall, Bethlehem will offer a full -day kindergarten in addi-
tion to a morning half -day program.  The full -day program will allow children and teachers additional time to explore sub-
jects and concepts more in-depth.  Both the full -day and half-day kindergarten programs will prepare students to enter 1 st 
grade the following year.   

To accomplish all these program changes, a number of facility changes will take place.  A capital campaign is being 
planned to raise funds for the necessary physical plant changes.  The work and renovations will begin the day after school 
ends this year.   

God is truly blessing the ministry of Bethlehem as we expand the ways we can bring the fullness of life in Christ to the 
families connected to our school. 


