
V O L .  5 ,  I S S U E 1 0  

O C T O B E R ,  2 0 0 9  

Good News  

  

  

Growth Goals Fuel Ministry Plan  
By Pastor Langewisch 
 

Picture the future.  Fifteen years from now there are almost 400 more people in worship 
every Sunday, hearing about how much Jesus loves them, being fed in their faith.  There 
are 430 children in our early learning center and day 
school, being shaped into disciples of Jesus.  There are 
1,400 people engaged in LifeGroups, not only sharing 
life in Jesus together, but experiencing the powerful 
working of the Spirit of God in their relationships.  Pic-
ture the future.  

  

This future is what the Bethlehemôs leaders are putting 
in front of the congregation.  We believe there is much 
more work to be done at 2100 Wadsworth Boulevard.  
Each of our three key ministry environments is on the front edge of significant growth.  

 

But how do we get there?  Over the past few years, the costs of ministry have been in-
creasing at a rate that is outpacing our giving.  This year is an especially important time to 
regain some of the ground that has been lost.  Starting Sunday, October 4 th we will be 
spending time of spiritual focus on our response to Godôs goodness in our giving to the min-
istry.  We will hit very important issues like contentment, priorities, and sacrifice.  Then, on 
Sunday, October 25th, we will have a grand celebration of Godôs goodness as we all respond 
to his call for faithful giving.   

 

Proverbs 3:9-10 says, ñHonor the 
Lord with your wealth, with the 
firstfruits of all your crops; then 
your barns will be filled to over-
flowing, and your vats will brim 
over with new wine.ò  God is plac-
ing a wonderful opportunity before 
us to unleash his hand of blessing 

on the ministry of our congregation.  If we respond simply in pro-
portion to how he has blessed us, we will become the eye-
witnesses of his mighty acts.  
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September Voters Meeting by Dennis Kazmierzak 

There were 54 members present at this semi-annual meeting of the congregation.  We always pray for 
more people to attend but are happy with those that do take the time to review the issues facing our min-
istry.  Reports were presented by the VITôs and Finance.  Pastor Ahlman offered more information on the 
changes of terminology regarding the ñeldersò and ñworship assistantsò as we are now structuring worship 
around LifeGroups.  Everyone is in a LifeGroup whether you know it or not.  The emphasis is to get you to 
know it and extend you into the active ministry of the church.  

Jeanette Taske, Principal of BLS, made her first report to the Voters since being appointed to the position.  
She shows her love of the ministry and teaching with presenting this report on such short notice, having 
spent the past weeks preparing for the school year.  We are very happy to have her accept this interim 
position and would love to have her make it permanent.  

Kelvin Southards, PPC President, answered questions from the members regarding the Woodridge prop-
erty.  There were concerns voiced regarding the proposed sale, how it would be handled, who would do it, 
etc.  The ñWSTò (Woodridge Sales Team) consists of Dale Wagner, Greg Prinzi, Todd Vriesman, Lisa Gif-
ford and Kelvin Southards who will handle the contacts with a commercial realtor yet selected.  If a con-
tract is offered, they will bring it back to the PPC and Voters for a final decision on the property.  

Congratulations to the following members who were elected to their respective positions:  

   Vice President    Keith Stechmesser 

   Treasurer    Lisa Gifford 

   PPC At-Large    Greg Prinzi, Ron Tonniges, Jim Wolf 

   Spiritual Care VIT   Jon Aufdemberge 

   Discipleship VIT   Larry Queen 

   Day School VIT    Nathan Schomer 

   Ministry Support VIT   Kip Bryan 

 

A special thanks to all of the candidates who participated in this election!  

Have you ever been confused, misled, or just plain ignorant 
about the End Times?  Be lost no longer!  Your friendly neighbor-
hood preachers at ñthe tableò will be embarking on an eschato-
logical journey spanning several weeks starting October 15!  We 
will examine the principals of interpreting Biblical prophecy, ty-
pology, and hot button passages regarding the End Times.  Weôll 
tell you whatôs remiss about our cultureôs popular understanding 
of Millennialism, and what the Scriptures (and thus the LCMS) 

Thank You!  
Dear friends in Christ at Bethlehem:  Thank you so much for your gracious support for the Mile High Project, a 
new LCMS church starting near Washington Park, here in Denver. Not only is your support greatly appreciated, 

but we are thankful for the partnership and opportunity to serve the Lord side by side in the months and years 
to come. We look forward to continuing to reach out to the Denver Metro with Godôs love and forgiveness to-

gether. Thanks so much!      Pastor Paul, Jackie, Micah, and Evan Roggow 
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Saturday, October 3  Bunco in the PAC at 1:00 pm 

Tuesday, October 6  Bible Study in the PAC at 10:00 am 

Saturday, October 17  Bunco in the PAC at 1:00 pm 

Sunday, October 18  Potluck in the PAC at 12:30 pm     

                                  (Sweet Adelines's performing) 

Tuesday, October 20  Bible Study in the PAC at 10:00 am 

                                  (Out-to-Lunch bunch at McGrath's near     

    Colorado Mills Mall) - Bus leaves 11:15 am) 

Special Note: October outing TBA 

Prime-Timer Activities for October  by Pastor Petersen 

The Giving Tree    by Suke Gnagy 

The tradition of the Giving Tree has been a part of Bethlehem for 
many years. 

The Missions team sends out a form letter to families who may have 
need for assistance. The families know that they remain anonymous. 
The family may respond to us with gift wishes.  

The board assigns a family number and alphabet letter for our re-
cord keeping.  (Thatôs why itôs so important not to lose the bell tag 
because the information we need is on the back of the tag!!) The 
tags are filled out and hung on the tree Thanksgiving Day.  

THATôS WHERE YOU COME IN! 

Members select a tag, purchase the gift, wrap it, reattach the bell, 
and place it under the Giving Tree. 

The team sorts and removes the bell tag and puts the recipientôs 
name on the gift.  

BETHLEHEM MEMBERS PURCHASED OVER 350 GIFTS LAST YEAR AND HELPED 30 FAMILIES!  AWE-
SOME! THANK YOU! 

Here is some helpful information. 

*Milk tickets, lunch tickets, and band fees may be taken care of in the school office or you may put a 
check in an envelope with the bell tag and place under the tree.  

*If you take a bell tag and discover the item is more than you planned to spend or you canôt find the 
item, it is ok to purchase a gift card.  

*Please monitor your children to make sure they have not removed a tag.  

*If you misplace the bell tag, write down as much information as you remember and attach it to the 
gift.  

AND FINALLY 

* If you are in need of assistance or know of a Bethlehem family who may be struggling, please let 
Suke Gnagy (303-238-7676, ext. 145) have that information or call the church office.  
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Couples in Christ LifeGroup  
Are you and your spouse looking to spend more time together and 

meet other couples? Look no further than one of our newest Life-

Groups.  

 

Couples in Christ is for young couples (20 -30 somethings) married, en-

gaged, or dating. We look to go on one or two fun - filled group dates a 

month. Dates can range from a trip to the zoo to a night on the town in 

Denver, to dessert, wine and games -- the sky is the limit!  

 

Get your spouse/date ready for a great time of fellowship and fun! 

Contact Jake and Holly Kasper to join jakeandhollykasper@gmail.com  

Spiritual Care LifeGroups  
On August 4th Bethlehemôs elders had a meeting with the pastoral staff. Pastor Langewisch opened the group up 
by digging into Godôs Word and displaying how the term ñelderò in Scripture primarily refers to those who today 

occupy the office of ñpastor.ò Even though there was sensitivity to the fact that some may hold strongly to the 
title ñelder,ò there was consensus that it was a confusing term. Therefore, it was recommended that we no 

longer use the term ñelder,ò but that we simply allow those who have formerly occupied this title to be identified 

by their varied areas of service here at Bethlehem (i.e. ñWorship Assistants,ò ñVisitation,ò and ñConnecting the 
Disconnectedò).  

We also wanted to reinvigorate the three Spiritual Care LifeGroups listed above. You can join any of these three 
LifeGroups by going to www.bethluth.net/lifegroups  or picking up one of our LifeGroup catalogs. You will need 

to go through an informal interview with a pastor to join these LifeGroups. Intentional recruitment and training 
will also be offered. Below are the lay and staff leaders for these three vital LifeGroups here at Bethlehem.  

Worship Assistants ï Bill Nelson and Pastor Tim Ahlman 

Visitation ï Mike Haywood and Pastor John Petersen 

Connecting the Disconnected ï Everett Musselman and Pastor John Petersen  

LifeGroups are here! Are you in one? If not, 

theyôve just started and it is not too late to 
join!  

We give you two easy ways to join.  

Go to www.bethluth.net/findagroup and 

contact the LifeGroup leader of your 

choice. 

Pick up a LifeGroup catalog at church and 

contact the LifeGroup leader of your 

choice.  

If you see a LifeGroup that is full that you would like to join, contact the leader and seek their help in starting a 

similar LifeGroup. 

We expect Godôs people at Bethlehem to be involved in our three environments as we seek fullness of life in 

Jesus  ï Worship, School-Related Ministries, and LifeGroups!! 

If you would like to start a LifeGroup for the winter quarter, contact Pastor Tim ( tahlman@bethluth.net) or 

Sandy Wendelin (swendelin@bethluth.net).  

mailto:jakeandhollykasper@gmail.com
http://www.bethluth.net/lifegroups
mailto:tahlman@bethluth.net
mailto:swendelin@bethluth.net
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://i.ehow.com/images/GlobalPhoto/Articles/4915288/datenight_Full.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.ehow.com/how_4915288_married-children-sex.html&usg=__L8mmK14_hoVCUXEBYkynTe5UH04=&h=512&w=339&sz=30&hl=en&start=15&tbnid=
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òRide the Waveó is the theme of this yearôs magazine fund-
raiser.  Every family is being challenged to get a minimum of three (3) or-
ders in an effort to meet the goal of $1 7,000 in sales. If the goal is 
reached, Pastor Tim Ahlman will be duct taped to the wall!   Our school re-
ceives 40 percent of each order.  The fundraiser will be used to complete 
the technology plan; projectors in each classroom. 
 

The campaign kicked off on September 24th but will run through October 
8th.  Magazines and other gifts shown in the catalog can also be ordered 
online at www.APHEARST.com.  The school code is helpbethlehem.  New 
this year, with every three orders  sent to the same address, a tree will be 
planted in Colorado in BLSôs name.  Renew your current subscriptions (all 
renewal rates are honored), give new subscriptions as gifts or order gift 
items from the catalog.   Talk to a BLS student or contact Kathy Schomer 
@ 303-469-7547 or Katamom@comcast.net.  Thank you for your contin-
ued support. 

Mission Sunday is Here!  By Missions LifeGroup 
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Our pastoral staff has designated Octo-
ber 4 as LWML/Lutheran Women in Mis-
sion Sunday, as well as Bethlehemôs 
Mission Sunday.  LWML mite boxes will 
be handed out, and a brief slide presen-
tation about Bethlehemôs missionaries 
will be shown during the offering.  Mis-
sion materials will also be available in 
the PAC.  Bethlehem 
currently supports 
three overseas mis-
sionaries:  Joanna 
Douglas in India, 
Sumi Flanagan in 
Thailand, and Jen-
nae Siebarth in Ja-
pan. In addition, 
thirteen of our youth 
and seven adult 
chaperones, along 
with Pastor Ahlman, took part in a life -
changing mission trip to Nogales, Mex-
ico.  This is the second year our youth 
have worked with Pastor Lopez and the 
people he serves, many of whom live at 
the local dump.  The youth group plans 
to return to Nogales next summer to 
build on the relationships theyôve be-
gun; no other U.S. church is actively 
helping them. An article about their trip  

will appear in an upcoming newsletter.  

The motto of LWML is ñServe the Lord 
with Gladnessò [Psalm 100:2].  One of 
LWMLôs mission grants is $6,000 for Or-
phan Grain Train (OGT), Colorado West 
Division.  OGT brings relief to areas of the 
world that are suffering from poverty or 
natural disasters.  Volunteers collect, sort, 

pack, store, load, and 
ship hundreds of boxes 
of donated goods and 
medical supplies annu-
ally to disaster-stricken 
or impoverished areas 
around the world.  For 
a glimpse of one 
womanôs creative ap-
proach to assisting this 
ministry, come to the 
LWML meeting on 

Tuesday evening, October 27 at 6:30 pm 
in the Chapel Fellowship Hall.  Our guest 
speaker, Dorothy Curtis, will tell us about 
her renowned garage sales to benefit 
OGT, as well as about the organization 
itself and how she became involved.  
Please pray for OGT, Pastor Lopez and his 
church, our missionaries, LWML grants, 
and the youth mission trip to Nogales 
next summer. 

http://www.aphearst.com/
mailto:Katamom@comcast.net


V OL.  5 ,  ISSUE 10 P A G E  6  

Christmas by Candlelight  
Christmas by Candlelight is coming to Bethlehem.  This is an 
opportunity for women of all ages to set aside the hustle 
and bustle of holiday preparation and focus their minds and 
hearts on the birth of Christ.  Hostesses decorate a table 
with a Christmas theme using their own decorations and 
provide a dessert and coffee for their table.  The ladies then 
enjoy music and worship surrounded by candlelight.  Please 
plan now on joining us Friday, December 4th from 6:30 -8:30 
PM. 

If you would like to be a table hostess (or need more infor-

mation before committing), please contact Marva Tonniges 

at 720.475.1393 or e-mail rtonniges@aol.com by October 17th. 

Bethlehem membership changes during August  
We welcomed many new mem-
bers into our family in August 
via baptism:  Penelope Joy 
Dorneman, Steven Richard 
Schwartz, Joshua Seth Weber, 
Nicholas Michael Phillips, Eric 
Michael Phillips, Lauren Ciera 
Phillips, Finnegan Ray Webster, 
Carson Baker Close, Devyn 
Annmarie Haines, Nyleah Chris-
tine Ahlman, Jack Jeffrey Sa-
warynski, Branaugh Lee Stow-
ell, McAllister Reed Stowell, 
Rollin Jade Baca, Madison Kay 
Conner, Trinity Carol Conner, 
Benjamin Eugene Krupinski, 
Dale Remington Krupinski, 
Mitchell Lee Quaintance and 
Dawson Rachelle Schardt.  On 
August 30, we baptized and 
confirmed four adults:  Chris 
Nicolas Baca, Melissa Adrienne 
Kinder, Dale R. Krupinski and 
Heather Lynn Krupinski.  Seven 
individuals were received via 
adult confirmation:  Hyacinth 
Conner, Randi Gurrola, Jason 
McCartney, Matthew Rigby, 
Adele Schardt, Phil Winn and  

Ray Yamoah.  On the same 
Sunday, welcomed six mem-
bers via re-affirmation of faith:  
Bill Hardy, Jim & Phyllis John-
son, Marcella Rapp, Peggy 
Rigby and Tim Schardt.  Two 
children were received into 
membership with their par-
ents:  Joshua Gurrola and 
Alexander McCartney.   

Two members transferred out 
of Bethlehem:  Dan & Stepha-
nie Stoppenhagen to Zion Lu-
theran Church in Portland, 
Oregon, and Brent & Robbin 
Michel to Ascension Lutheran 
Church in Littleton.   

We had four families transfer 
into Bethlehem:  Colleen 
McGowan, Michael & Tammy 
Stecker, Terry & Lori Roberts 
and Chris & Pat Schmidt.  

There were four deaths in our 
Bethlehem family in August: 
Leona Siefken was taken home 
on August 4, 2009 and ser-
vices were held at Bethlehem 
on August 25;   

Betsy Linton passed away on 
August 8 and services were 
held in the chapel on August 
22; Darrell Penner was taken 
home on August 24 and ser-
vices were held on August 28; 
and Dale Waddell passed away 
on August 30 with services 
being held on September 2.  
Our prayers and sympathies 
are extended to these families. 

mailto:rtonniges@aol.com
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Bethlehem Lutheran Church & School 

2100 N. Wadsworth Blvd. 
Lakewood, CO 80214  

 
Church office: 303-238-7676 
School office: 303-233-0401   

 
Visit us online at www.bethluth.net  

E-mail Bethlehem@bethluth.net 
KLTT 670 Radio Broadcast 11:00 AM 

Sundays 
 

David J. Langewisch, Pastor 
Tim Ahlman, Pastor 

John Petersen, Pastor of Visitation &  
Older Adult Ministry 

Dennis Matyas, Vicar (Student Pastor) 
Jeanette Teske , Interim Principal  

Pastor Ahlman, Connections Ministry & 
LifeGroups 

Pastor Langewisch, Interim Director of 
Student Life Ministry  

Marilyn Havekost, Director of Music Ministry 
Scott Bubke, Director of Operations 

Suke Gnagy, Preschool Director 
Sandy Wendelin, Interim Director of  

Early Learning Center 
Sue Wise, Director of Information 

Technology  
Karla Hallacy and Melissa Meuzelaar, 

Cornerstone Counseling  
303-238-7676 ext. 315 

 
   The Bethlehem Good News is published 
monthly for the members and friends of 

Bethlehem Lutheran. The Good News 
focuses on news within the congregation 
and activity in and for the church each 

month. Good News articles are welcome and 
may be submitted to the editor. Deadline is 
the 15th of each month for the next monthôs 

issue.  
 

 e-mail  to:  GoodNews@bethluth.net  
Editor: Dennis Kazmierzak  

(303) 697-8428 

Good NewsGood News   

A Way of Life  
by Paul Kyriss  

 

If youôve been around Bethlehem Lutheran Church lately, 
youôve most certainly heard about LifeGroups. For me, 
LifeGroups are not a new thing at Bethlehem because 
Iôve been in LifeLight small group Bible study at Bethle-
hem for a number of years, and I see how important 
small groups are at bringing people together in common 
connection.  

Some of you may think that the LifeGroup movement at 
Bethlehem will come and go and will not endure. Looking 
back at LifeLight again, I see a ministry that started 20 
years ago at Bethlehem with just 3 leaders and 30 peo-
ple. This fall, LifeLight has grown to an organization with 
26 small groups and over 250 students, 59 of which are 
newly registered this year. 

To me, LifeLight at Bethlehem is clearly an example of 
what LifeGroups can be. If you think that LifeGroups at 
BLC are just a passing fad or just another short-lived 
campaign, I would challenge you to join LifeLight or one 
of the many other LifeGroups at Bethlehem.  

LifeLight is a small group success story at Bethlehem and 
an example of how LifeGroups can work and grow under 
the guiding hands of our Lord. In our big church and our 
big world, itôs not always easy to become connected and 
stay connected with other Christians who share the same 
problems and concerns as we do. As members of a large 
congregation, LifeGroups help us remain connected to 
each other and our Lord.  

When I think about LifeGroups, I am reminded of the 
story of the small child who wakes up afraid and crying in 
the middle of the night. His father, hearing the crying, 
comes into his sonôs room and tries to comfort his son by 
reassuring him that Jesus is with him and will protect him 
all the time. The son replies, ñI know about Jesus but 
sometimes I just need someone with skin on.ò At times, 
we all need someone with skin oné.letôs make LifeGroups 
a way of life at Bethlehem.  

If youôre looking for a LifeGroup, or just realize the need 
to study Godôs Word and are available on Thursday morn-
ings or evenings, learn more about LifeLight by visiting 
the LifeLight page on Bethlehemôs website or pick up a 
DVD at the LifeLight table in the Parish Activity Center.  
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LifeGroups Carnival & Picnic Highlights  
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Date Night  

Mary Martha Society  
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Bethlehem Bikers  

Pick a LifeGroup or Start Your Own!  

�:�R�P�H�Q�·�V���0�H�Q�W�R�U�L�Q�J
 

Resource Library  

Mean Street Ministries  


