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SO m e Staﬁ: G OOd byeS by Pastor Langewisch

One of the things | have observed as the Senior Pastor of a large congregation is
your staff is always in transition. People are coming and going for a variety of
reasons. While this brings the joy of getting to know new people and the gifts
God has given them, it also brings the sadness of saying goodbye to good friends
and partners in ministry.

Most recently, we are saying goodbye to three outstanding individuals: Pastor Klei-
don, Mollie Fischer, and Ralph Engelken. Pastor Kleidon has been serving part time
in his retirement with our Older Adult Ministry for nine years. Mollie Fischer has
done great work with our youth as Director of Student Life Ministries. Ralph
Engelken has diligently worked in our main office supporting many of our adminis-
trative functions.

The natural question that comes with g
has agreed to step in and give support to our Older Adult Ministry. An interim plan

is already in place for youth ministry until more permanent arrangements can be
made. In the interim, | am helping out with youth ministry, assisted by Vicar Ge-

hrke in Jr. High ministry and Pastor Ahlman with the youth mission trip. And in our
church office, Kim Musselman has instigated some wonderful reorganization and
prioritization to cover things.

| h
Whenever you have to cover someone el sebo0 duti es,
sight into the blessing that person was. We love and will miss all three i Pastor Kleidon, Mollie, and
Ralph.

A Fond Farewell to All! ., rasior keicon

A big thanks to Pastor Langewisch and the members
Committee, for the privilege and honor of being able to serve the Lord in the capacity of Director of

Older Adult Ministry for over nine years. As | have said to seniors on several occasions, one never retires
from service in the Lord's Church until He calls you home. You all made it possible for me to serve the

Lord.

Looking back at those nine years, | think of the many and varied ministries | was privileged to perform.

In the beginning years, | preached a few times for the noon Good Friday services, and | also preached
for four years in the chapel for morning Lenten services. It was especially enjoyable and rewarding to
teach Bible classes on Tuesday mornings in the PAC. Two times | took over the ministry of visiting shut-
ins, doing devotions and administering Holy Communion. Why, | even baptized a baby one Sunday
morning. Twice | performed funeral services and one wedding. One of the highlights at Bethlehem was
mentoring James Reat for the St. Louis Seminary and preaching at his ordination.

My ministry was made extremely light because of the great Older Adult Committee | had the joy with
which to work. Besides the many different programs we had provided, one really stands out -- the pur-
chase of the 15 passenger bus and the bus ministry.

| pray the Lord's continual blessings on the work being carried out at Bethlehem and hope that the older
adult ministry will continue and flourish.

Again, with a grateful heart, thanks.

h
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Youth Group Update

Is there a place for high school kids that is safe and can serve as a place of spiritual growth? Bethle-
hemés high school youth group, CHOSEN, has seve
night from 6 1 8 pm and find Pastor Langewisch and the other youth counselors engaging with kids from
al l over . Youdl | usually hear the youth band I
connection being made to everyday | ife. And do
Did we mention prizes? When you bring your friends, it gets rewarded.

Another option for high school kids is the Sunday morning class at 9:15 am. Right now Vicar Aaron Ge-
hrke is reading through Financial Peace, a great class on getting your financial house in order.

And if you want a smaller, more intimate setting to grow in your walk with God, a new small group min-
istry for youth called #ALife Groupso is startin
now. Iltds our hope every high school youth fin

Senior Adult Ministry for February . cu e

[ Bible Studies onFebruary 3 and 17 at 10:00 am

[ A PrimeTimer's display at the "Taste and See" event on
February 7 and 8

The February outing will be on February 11 at the I
-Max Theater

[ Monthly potluck on February 15 at 12:30 pm

[ The February Out to Lunch Bunch will follow the Bible study on February 17. We will meet at
China King, 12037 W. Alameda Parkway, Lakewood.

[ Sign up for these activities in the PAC on Sunday mornings.
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What are they? LifeGroups exist to create opportunities for people to be in significant relationships in which
people can share |ife together in Christ. Realizing t#h
and passions, there will be a wide variety of life groups. Our goal is that everyone in the congregation will

seek the Holy Spiritdéds guiding in |leading their own Li
of their choice.

Three Types of LifeGroups*

Servicegroupsi correl ates to our AWorshipo pillar in that t
sponding to Godés gifts through acts of service to
Bible Study groupsi cor r el ates to our fADiscipleshipo pillar in
Godds Word they wild.l become more | i ke Jesus.
Common Interestgroupsi cor r el ates to our ARelationshipo pillar
gether in Christ.
*Each LifeGroup will have a certain emphasis, but that does notrme an, f or exampl e, t
Studyo LifeGroup cannot engage in acts of MAServi

Characteristics of a LifeGroup
They meet regularly, preferably weekly.
They have three or more people attending regularly, including the leader.

They develop and identify a co-leader. The primary goal is to develop every church member into a future
leader.

Each meeting includes one or more of the following: Bible Study, Prayer, Worship, Faith Stories.

Unless otherwise specified, they welcome new people into the group at any time during the semester.

Each LifeGroup leader will be supported and empowered by Zone Leaders.

They encourage members to invite people in their 100 foot circle of influence.

Groups mayl ibmi thed onebased on quarters, but friendship

Timeline

February6-7i i Tast e 4 rLileGrSupsewdl be promoted in a special 30 minute presentation along
with the roll -out of Bethlehem Lutheran Online Community (BLOC).

February 221 LifeGroup leader training. Our goal is following February 22™ the individual LifeGroups will
be promoted so that members can choose what groups they would like to participate in.

April 197 First ten week session begins. GOALi 20 new LifeGroups begin!

LifeGroup ldea???
Please contact Pastor Tim Ahiman gahiman@bethluth.net) or Sandy Wendelin (swendelin@bethluth.net).
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Hear t t o Heart
Ministry

Websterbés dictionary defines a ment
and advisor. If you have ever been a good friend, had any experiences in
your life, or have given good advice to anyone, this describes you. Many
women at Bethlehem are looking for someone just like you. Younger women
want a friend who will share your experiences with them, and vice -versa.
Many have questions about juggling work and being a mother, relationships,
being single, and many other issues regarding being women in general. You
could be the friend she needs.

We will be holding another mentor training session in the springtime. We in-
vite you to come and learn what mentoring is all about. Watch your bulletins
for the date. If you are interested in being or having a mentor, call Sue at 303 -429-1206 or Tammy at
303-568-7077 for more information. We look forward to meeting you!

t hat a

eri ence
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Fundraiser for Tuition Assistance Fund

BLS families have been utilizing the SCRIP program for two years to help pay
their tuition and/or childcare expenses or to contribute to the Tuition Assis-
tance Fund. We would like to offer this to the congregation to help generate
money for the Tuition Assistance Fund. If you regularly purchase gift cards,
this is a great way to do that while helping our school families who may

need financial assistance.

How does it work? Gift cards to various merchants are available for pur-
chase through Bethlehem Lutheran School. The school will get a percentage
back from the orders that you place (anywhere from 3% -25%) and those
funds will be given to the Tuition Assistance Fund. Gift cards can be used
for your personal shopping or for special gifts (birthdays, graduations,

Mot her ds and Father 6s Da Farex&hipleii e t LRSERSIORSS
Bethlehem Lutheran School for $25.00. You r ecei ve y o U  NEUEVEC el
gift card when the order comes in and $2.75 goes into the Tuition As- use ; GoodNews@bethluth.net .
. . . All articles and information

sistanceFund. The remaining $22.25 gets will be sent through the BLC
ple! server. | hope this makes it

. . . . easier for you to send in your
The order form is i GoodNedsaalwslatter. Theh i information for the congrega-

order deadline is Wednesday, February 18 and gift cards usually arrive tion.
within two weeks. If you have questions, please feel free to call Laura
Prinzi at 303-988-1765.

| would like to THANK our Sunday
School volunteers for their commit-

I Sunday School by Gretchen Herd

We are having an awesome time in Sun- ment. | recently read an article from
day School! Recently, the 1% through 4™ » Childrends Ministry Ma
graders had an exciting game of football O 5‘(_“// February 2009) that stated on average

toss. Each group had to answer a ques-
tion from our Bible study. If they got it
right, they got to sit on a chair and try to
throw a football across the room through
a hula hoop. The kids answered every
guestion correctly but getting that ball per week and most of that time is
through the hula hoop was harder than i praying for your Sunday School kids!
ik . cachthe ! :

y expected. You should try throwing / If you would like to give up some of
a football accurately while sitting in a @%lte‘ﬂerlt' your TV time and help out at Sunday
char i it 6s not as easy as you wo uSchdol, please call Gretchen Herd at
think! 303-238-7676 x170.

(;\ volunteers give up about one hour of

TV each day allowing them time to
volunteer their talents. Well, you
donodt have to give wus
day, itds only a total

ASH WEDNESDAY
February 25, 2009
10:00 am fi Chapel communion service

7:00 pm i Church communion service

Join us for Lenten suppers at 5:30 p.m. in the cafeteria/gymnasium and help support
CHOSEN raise money for their mission trip to Nogales, Mexico.



http://leounfinished.files.wordpress.com/2008/04/sunday-school.jpg
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Good News

Bethlehem Lutheran Church & School
2100 N. Wadsworth Blvd.
Lakewood, CO 80214

Church office: 303-238-7676
School office: 303-233-0401

Visit us online at www.bethluth.net
E-mail Bethlehem@bethluth.net
KLTT 670 Radio Broadcast 11:00 AM
Sundays

David J. Langewisch, Pastor
Quinton Anderson, Pastor
Tim Ahlman, Pastor
John Petersen, Pastor of
Visitation & Older Adult Ministry
Aaron Gehrke, Vicar (Student Pastor)
Dr. Ken Palmreuter, /nterim Principal
Sandy Wendelin Director of
Assimilation and Small Groups
Marilyn Havekost, Director of Music Ministry
Scott Bubke, Director of Operations
Suke Gnagy, Preschool Director
Sandy Wendelin, /nterim Director of
Childwatch
Sue Wise, Director of
Information Technology
Karla Hallacy and Melissa Meuzelaar,
Cornerstone Counseling
303-238-7676 ext. 315

The Bethlehem Good News is publisheq
monthly for the members and friends of
Bethlehem Lutheran. The Good News
focuses on news within the congregation
and activity in and for the church each
month. Good News articles are welcome and
may be submitted to the editor. Deadline is
the 15th of each mon
issue.

e-mail to: GoodNews@bethluth.net
Editor: Dennis Kazmierzak
(303) 697-8428

{ h

"More to be Desired......
Than Much Fine Gold"

By Joanne Petersen

The Psalmist here is talking about the Word of

God. Martin Luther had this to say about this section of
Scripture: A The Bi ble is the pre
Word of God through which we know God our Father

and Jesus our Savior. This is our treasure, our heritage;
it is certain and eternal and better than all the wealth of
the entire world."

When John and | were first married, we always went to
church but we never attended a Bible class. While we
were in our church in Jackson, MN, a friend "coerced" us
into attending a Bible class. We were surprised to find it
interesting and then became involved in Bible studies at
this church and every church since then. It changed our
lives!

We are very fortunate to be in a church which offers the
LifeLight Bible study program. | have had the great joy
of being involved with the LifeLight Bible study materials
every year (as a student or teacher) since Synod first
started producing it. These lessonsdo an excellent job
of making application to our daily lives. There is nothing
like the fellowship and friendships that develop when
you sit around the table and discuss God's Word with
each other.

Magasine/Study Guide

' Endichment

It is not too late for a New
Year's Resolution. Attend
a Bible Class. It will not be .'
wasted time. God's Word
does not come back void!

LifeLight

RUTH/ESTHER

The study of Ruth and i
Esther begins on February |/
5. Register on-line or in
the PAC or chapel narthex.

C

ous

s
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Endowing Tomorrow: Easy ways to Gift in 2009

Since

of Bethlehem gave of their time, talent and treasure. Many have chosen to give a
memorial in memory of a loved one. Others have spent many hours in service to
Bethlehem by volunteering. All of these gifts have helped further the service of

Godobs

To help further the mission of Bethlehem Lutheran Church and School, endowment

ENDOWMENT FUND

the days when Bethlehembés first Re

ki ngdom here at Bethl ehem.

funds have been established to help provide additional financial support to special projects. Gifts to the
endowment have been given as a current gift and as a memorial. Additionally, the Bethlehem endowment
funds have been named in wills and trusts to receive future gifts.

When giving a gift, it is important to carefully consider your gifts and make them in the most cost -effective
way. Just as much consideration should go into when, how and what to give as how large a gift will be.

Proper financial planning will consider various factors in giving that include:

Giving the right property . What you choose to give is just as important of a consideration as de-
ciding to give. Questions as to how property is taxed, how it is used, how it is passed to benefici-
aries are important issues to address while completing or updating your financial plan.

Giving at the right time . Planned gifts are made in the context of other events in our lives.
Through proper planning, it is possible to make gifts that will support future generations at Bethle-
hem as well as address your needs such as retirement security. Giving the right gift can enhance
tax benefits.

Gifting in the right way . Through financial planning you may decide to give money or other prop-
erty outright. You may plan to defer your gift and retain income and/or access to property for
your lifetime. Charitable planning methods, utilized as part of a comprehensive financial plan, may
reveal special opportunities that would allow you to give more than you might have otherwise
thought possible. Charitable strategies as part of a comprehensive financial plan will help deter-
mine if a gift should be a current gift, future gift or gift of income.

Current Gifts. Current gifts are given as part of a monthly budget or tithe. Often, a major gift is
given when during the financial planning process questions of your lifetime income, benefits for
survivors and tax considerations are examined.

Future Gifts.  As part of your long-term financial plan you may want to consider a gift that will
be received only after you and your loved ones no longer need the assets. Bequests in a will or as
part of a trust are common.

Income Gifts. Did you know you can make gifts of excess income today, enjoy current tax bene-
fits, and then pass the asset to beneficiaries? Gifts of the income from an asset can be made for
your lifetime or for a period of time that you do not need the current income from that asset. The
asset can then be kept in your estate for future needs and/or passed to beneficiaries.

There are many ways to take advantage of gifting in 2009. The key is proper planning. Talk with your tax
professional, attorney or financial planner to see which gifting techniques may work best for you.
If you have questions, or would like more information, contact Keith Stechmesser at 303 -394-5488.

(Keith has been a member at Bethlehem since 1979

area.)

N R

and
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Family Resource Center
Books of the Month

Books of the month are located on the bookshelves by the coffee house double doors.

| f are | ooking to

The 21 Indispensable Qualities of a Leaderby John C.
Maxwell

In the tradition of his CBA bestseller The 21 Irrefutable Laws of Leadership
and his sell-out seminars, author John C. Maxwell now provides a concise,
accessible leadership book that helps readers become more effective leaders
from the inside out. Daily readings highlight twenty -one essential leadership
qualities and include "Reflecting On It" and "Bringing It Home" sections which
help readers integrate and apply each day's material.

If you are looking to find out what happens after the birth of
Jesus, continue the

The Peopl edbs Bi bl e Comms

Are you a mom? Take t i frainUpaMombyeVolli&Sanders\as moth
ers, we're to train our children in the way they should go (Proverbs 22:6). But exactly how do we train our
children? And who trains us? T7rain Up a Mom provides moms with the guidance they need for training them-
selves in godliness. Drawing on the material she has developed from more than thirty years of raising her own
children and ministering to other moms, Vollie Sanders teaches mothers: 1) What it really means to train up a
child; 2) How to claim God's promises for your children; 3) Practical ways to affirm your child's unique person-
ality; 4) How to be a godly mother even when your kids aren't turning out as planned; 5) How to recognize life
experiences as training for motherhood; 6) Ways to study your children by comparing them with biblical char-
acters; 7) And much more!

Parent séhave

0So and so
parenting books!
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Parenting with Love & Logic: Teaching Children Responsibilityby Foster Cline & Jim Fay

Parenting Teens with Love & Logic: Preparing Adolescents for Responsible Adulthoodby
Foster Cline & Jim Fay

1001 More Things To Do With Your Kidsby Caryl Krueger

If you are struggling with your grief and need a resource to help you through the
stages, pick upée

Dealing with Grief & Loss. Hope in the Midst of Pain by the Serendipity Support Group

0The Big (birds @éngdngdabogue Thetivded paiergs aadrchildren. If
you need help i talking to your preschoo

Why Boys & Girls are Differentfor ages 3-5 by Carol Greene.

n

Remember to pick up a copy of this montho

D I Y

174

D

Family Resource Center and the ChildWatch check -in computer.
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Thoughts on Worship

Last night at choir rehearsal, | shared this devotion with my choir. The words were
so good that they suggested | share the thoughts in this newsletter. | wish | could
find a writerés name so that | coul d
mous. Enjoy!

Singing Psalms
néebe filled with the Spirit, speaking
tuval songs, singing and making mel ody
19)

Although New Testament references to the use of church music are relatively few,
much can be learned from the scriptural instructions that have been given. From
the letter to the church at Ephesus (5:18, 19) can be gleaned these truths:

A joyful ITife is directly related
ment believers were to be active participants in praising God, not passive spectators The psalms

hymns, and spiritual songs should minister to us spiritually. A parallel verse, Colossians 3:16,

teaches that webére also to use these musical for ms
must always be thought of as a ministry and not mere entertainment. (James 5:13) Our musical
expressions are to be directed fit o -fochsewhdn minister-0 Si ng
ing. Our songs should produce a joyous effect. It has been well said that if there were more singing

Christians, there would be more Christians. Our music ministry should employ a balance of musical
styles as represented by dApsal ms, hy mns, and spiri

Most likely some first-century believers questioned whether the Old Testament songs, the psalms, were still
appropriate for New Testament worship. The word fApsaln
rather any of the exalted expressions of praise found throughout the Old Testament. The apostle Paul made

it clear that New Testament Christians were not to neglect this great heritage. Without these reminders of

Godds majesty and power that appear in the psalms and
limit God to their own experience and understanding. Every generation needs to hear repeatedly the psalm-

i stbébs perspective of God antdhat st lve eevtseroffalma®@o & nids ed ee

worship, praise and service.

The psalms can rightly be thought of as the enduring expressions or the great traditional classics of sacred

musi c. How our hearts are thrilled and our spirits soe
anthems of praise are heard. Every congregation needs spiritual moments such as these. Therefore, with the
apostle Paul we echo, DONO6T NEGLECT THE SI NGI NG OF PS¢/

A few notes from the Director s

"j— ltds hard to believe that Christmas is now p
= % 3 that your Christmas was wonderful. The members of Gloria Deo and | would sincerely
ﬂ like to thank all of you who came out to enjoy the music of the season at our Christmas

3 concert. It was a joyous occasion, and the choir and orchestra were well rehearsed and

‘Ll )l(a ready. Thanks again for your support!
\

Where have all the tenors gone? |1 6ém in searc
sliding in and out of pews some Sunday morni
ors for the choir! Could | be looking for you?
All Goddéds Ringers are at it again, preparing music for
being able to use all five octaves! l'tds wonderful to

note you should be playing?
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